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Activity 3: Masculinity and Femininity
Instruction: Read the article about the Mundugumor Tribe of Papua New Guinea and answer the questions below. 
Guide Questions: 
1. Describe the characteristics of Mundugumor men. 

		Mundugumor is an old name given to the people who lived along central Yuat River in the East Sepik Province of Papua, New Guinea. The mundugumor men were forbidden from choosing a mate within their own clan and a father's clan and an exchange was forbidden from involving two women of the same group. But despite these rules, they were easily ignored and the obtainment of an ideal mate overshadowed the rules of the tribe. In addition, a man's only chance of power and prestige was in having extensive tobacco fields and enough wives to work with them. But obtaining a wife among the Mundugumor required brother-sister exchanges.


2. Describe the characteristics of Mundugumor women. 

		Mundugumor women in all cultures have the same personality traits. The women in the tribe of mundugumor are very aggressive and violent. Some other findings, that women were actively masculine and without any of the softening and mellowing characteristics that are often attributed to that sex in other cultures 


3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Are the men and women of Mundugumor similar or different from Filipino men and women? In what way? 

		In the tribes of the village mundugumor both men and women were warlike in temperament. Meanwhile, mundugumor men and women are highly trained to be cooperative and responsive to the needs and the demands of others. Mundugumor men and women were alike, violent and aggressive. Women were actively masculine and without any of the softening and mellowing characteristics that are often attributed to that sex in other cultures. Sons were alienated from fathers, brother stood against brother, and neighbors distrusted one another. 
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Mundugumor is an old name given to the people who lived along central Yuat River in the East Sepik Province of Papua, New Guinea. In 1929, the 	Australian 	Administration outlawed war, headhunting and cannibalism. Little was known about 	the 	history 	of 	the Mundugumor before 1931. In that 	year, 	anthropologists Margaret 	Mead 	and 	Rio 
Fortune traveled to this region and studied the customs and culture of this tribe. 
Mundugumor power and abundance did not produce a peaceful, united society. Instead, it was a competitive one. Mundugumor men and women were alike, violent and aggressive; women were actively masculine, and without any of the softening and mellowing characteristics that are often attributed to that sex in other cultures. Sons were alienated from fathers, brother stood against brother, and neighbors distrusted one another. 
Tobacco lay at the center of these disputes. A man's only chance of power and prestige was in having extensive tobacco fields and enough wives to work with them. But obtaining a wife among the Mundugumor required brother-sister exchanges. So any man wanting a wife, or another wife, needed a sister to marry the brother of his future wife. 
Consequently, men struggled to control the disposition of their sisters, while fathers attempted to manipulate their daughters. Each male in the polygamous family aimed for greater tobacco production, more wealth and prestige, and swelling numbers of followers. 
There was an informal division of labor by sex. Men conducted most of the ritual events, cleared the land for gardening, hunted, and did the major work in the house and canoe construction. Men also conducted warfare and intergroup raiding. Women were in charge of day-to-day living and did most of the subsistence labor. They gardened, fished, cooked, and cared for the children. Sago processing required the participation of both men and women - men to cut and women to scrape. 
Marriage formed the basis for Mundugumor social organization because the bond it created provided the structure for all significant exchange transactions for several generations. Brothersister exchange was the preferred way to marry. A man carefully guarded rights to his sister against both his brothers and his father, who might try to use her in an exchange for a wife for themselves. Ideally these marriages were between distant siblings (classificatory cross cousins). On occasion marriage occurred by payment rather than sister exchange, but these unions usually involved undesirable women or very influential men. Some powerful men enticed women to marry them and offered no compensation, and women stolen from enemy groups were rarely reciprocated. Residence was predominantly patrilocal, but a man was under some pressure to live and work with his affine if he had not reciprocated a sister to his wife's brother. Marriages were especially unstable in the early stages, and women not infrequently packed up and went home to their own families or men refused to acknowledge new wives. But after the birth of children, marriages tended to become more stable. Polygyny was an ideal man tried to accomplish, but only a few of the more powerful leaders had more than two or three wives. 
Household organization depended on the number of wives’ present. In a simple man's household, one or two wives and their children might occupy a single structure. In a leader's hamlet, there might be a house for each of several wives, a house for adolescent sons, and a separate house for the household head. Each wife had her own hearth and cooked separately for her husband. The senior wife often cooked for all of her husband's children. 
Inheritance rules varied. Access to land of course descended patrilineally, but a variety of other goods and rights went to sisters' children and from them to classificatory sisters' children. 
Children were not especially loved or prized, and newly married couples did not always look upon pregnancy with happiness. Women and men both disliked the taboos that were incumbent upon them during pregnancy and with newborns, and mothers resented the restrictions on their freedom that children required. Children were cared for but not especially nurtured. Both boys and girls grew up assertive, tough, and independent.  
Source: https://www.everyculture.com/Oceania/Mundugumor 
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